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ERNEST WILLIAM HERBERT         
‘ALL ABOARD’ 
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Ernest William Herbert – Haverhill Station Master, 1942 to 1950. 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

Born on 16 July 1885 in the village of Harston, just south-west of Cambridge and within a 

stone’s throw of the Hitchin to Cambridge railway line which was to form his entire working 

career, Ernest was the third of four children born to Kate and William Herbert, his elder 

siblings being Elizabeth Emma and Blanche Kate. The 1891 census shows all six family 

members residing in the station house at Linton station with his father in the capacity of 

Station Master. 

On leaving school at the age of 14, Ernest entered railway service on14 November 1899 as a 

junior clerk at Shelford station on the Liverpool Street to Cambridge main line which, at that 

time, was under the auspices of the Great Eastern Railway. 

Following relocations to Hunstanton in 1904 and then to Wisbech in 1906, rising in rank to 

passenger clerk in the process, he returned to Shelford as passenger and freight clerk, joining 

his father who was by now station master there. The 1911 census shows Ernest living at 

Shelford with his younger sister (Florence Mary) and parents. 

Further movement to Cambridge as parcels clerk was followed, in 1929, by promotion to 

station master of Sible & Castle Hedingham station that was located on the Colne Valley & 

Halstead Railway which, by now, had become part of the London and North Eastern Region at 

the 1923 Grouping. 

The year 1929 also saw Ernest marrying Lily Maud Farrington in the district of Chesterton and 

a further career move, this time to Halstead which was the principal station on the erstwhile 

CV&HR, again in the role of Station Master. Halstead was to become the abode for the 

Herberts for the next 13 years and their two children, Harold and Geoffrey were born there in 

1931 and 1932 respectively.  

A final relocation occurred in 1942 when Ernest replaced Mr. W. L.Tebbitt as Station Master of 

Haverhill (North) station on the Shelford – Marks Tey line. During the next six years he 

oversaw a crucial period in the line’s history as it was to form a vital link in the national railway 

network conveying, at first, building materials for WW2 East Anglian air force bases and then 

munitions for aircraft carrying the war to Germany. The post-war austerity period saw lack of 

investment in the railways that had suffered a high rate of attrition and in 1948 the 

Nationalisation of the entire system saw Haverhill’s railways come under British Railways’ 

Eastern Region. 
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On Friday afternoon 14 July 1950, the entire staff of Haverhill North station witnessed Ernest’s 

retirement after 50 years and 8 months in the service of the railways. A presentation 

ceremony took place in the waiting room of the station where he received a gift of an eight-

day striking clock accompanied by tribute speeches from some of the staff plus receipt of a 

letter of appreciation written by the District Operating Superintendent. 

Ernest was superseded in the role of Station Master by Mr. Herbert Vine from Shippea Hill, 

near Ely and spent his retirement years into the early 1960s living in Haverhill. He passed away 

on 17 January 1964 at the age of 78, having witnessed much change in the railways from the 

formative years of the 1890s right through to the declining period of the 1950s but was spared 

the sight of the closure of Haverhill’s railways in 1967 and thus the decay of a transport system 

that he had served so well. 
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Sketch map of the railways of Mid Anglia as at 1950s (not all lines or stations shown).  

Notes: 

 Lines now closed to passengers shown as XXXX 

 Stations now closed to passengers marked * 

 Stations served by Ernest are underlined 

 Colne Valley Railway = Marks Tey to Haverhill South via. Halstead 

 Stour Valley Railway = Marks Tey to Shelford via. Sudbury and Haverhill North plus the 

connecting line to CVR via. Sturmer Arches viaduct. 
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Schedule of arrivals and departures of passenger services at Haverhill North station in 

Summer 1947 during E.W.H.’s reign as Station Master.     

 

Weekdays (Monday – Saturday): 

 

Time 

(arr.) 

Arrival From Departure To Notes 

0715 Sudbury (0635) Cambridge (0800) Departs 0719 

0717 Cambridge (0630) Marks Tey (0834) via. CVR Departs 0735 

0916 Cambridge (0835) Marks Tey (1034) via. SVR  

0920   Marks Tey (1023) via. CVR  

1024 Marks Tey (0926) via. CVR    

1035 Marks Tey (0915) via. SVR Cambridge (1113)  

1203 Cambridge (1120) Marks Tey (1312) via.SVR  

1231 Marks Tey (1145) via. CVR    

1244 Marks Tey (1128) via. SVR Cambridge (1330)  

1400 Cambridge (1315) Marks Tey (1524) via. SVR  

1405  Chapple (1457) via. CVR  

1542 Marks Tey (1430) via. SVR Cambridge (1621)  

1724 Chappel (1635)   

1750 Cambridge (1710) Marks Tey (1912) via. SVR  

1758   Marks Tey (1859) via. CVR  

1753 Marks Tey (1618) via. SVR Cambridge (1836)  

1936 Marks Tey (1820) via. SVR    

1945 Marks Tey (1843) via. CVR    

2029 Cambridge (1945) Sudbury (2111)  

 

Note: there were some slight variations in timings on Saturdays. 

Sundays: 

Time 

(arr.) 

Arrival From Departure To Notes 

0843 Cambridge (0800) Marks Tey (0944)  

1140 Marks Tey (1036) Cambridge (1217)  

1632 Cambridge (1550) Marks Tey (1738) Departs 1640 

1944  Marks Tey (1841) Cambridge (2025)  
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Note: all Sunday services were routed via. Halstead over the Colne Valley Railway. 

 

 

Four views of Haverhill North station taken during the early 1960s: 

 Top left: Marks Tey/Colchester-bound platform c/w waiting & porters room building. 

 Top right: general view from same platfrom 

 Bottom left: Cambridge-bound platform c/w main building which includes booking hall, 
waiting room, W. H. Smith bookstall, toilets, office etc. and three-bedroom living 
quarters for the Station Master. 

 Bottom right: general view from main platform. In the distance is the signal box 
controlling the junction of the Colne Valley line (via. Halstead etc.) and Stour Valley line 
(via. Long Melford etc.). 
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Four views of Haverhill North station taken in 1947 during the period of E.W.Herbert’s reign as 

Station Master: 

 Top left: Main entrance/forecourt. Gate to the goods yard (from where the photograph 
was taken) on the right. 

 Top right: Marks Tey/Colchester-bound platform. Note the sign advertising interchange 
for the Colne Valley line. 

 Bottom left: View towards Cambridge taken from foot-crossing (ostensibly for station 
staff only – passengers were required to use the footbridge to cross the line). 

 Bottom right: Cambridge-bound platform c/w main station building, staff-only foot-
crossing and water column to replenish the tanks of thirsty locomotives. Note the 
brazier beside the water column to prevent freeze-up in winter. 

 



 
 

Haverhill People  (A Haverhill Family History Group Project 2017) 

P
ag

e8
 

 

 

 

 

 

Two passenger trains at Haverhill station headed by locomotives typical of those used on both 

passenger and goods services during E.W.H.s reign as Station Master at Haverhill.  

 

On the left is a T. W. Worsdell L.N.E.R. class J15 0-6-0 tender locomotive awaiting departure 

with a Colne Valley line service while on the right is a J. Holden L.N.E.R. class E4 2-4-0 tender 

locomotive at the head of a Stour Valley line train. 

 

The trains in the station have already crossed the bridge over the A143 Wratting Road  - the 

continuation uphill of which is marked by the line of trees on the right of the photograph. The 

Tesco store now covers this site. 
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 Sources: 

 Find My Past and Ancestory websites accessed at Haverhill library. 

 East Anglian Railway Museum – Chappel & Wakes Colne. 

 Photo of  E.W.H. = Haverhill & District Local History Group archive. 

 Photos of Haverhill North station = reproduced by kind permission from the Railway 

Correspondence & Travel Society. 

 Photos of Haverhill North station in 1947 and locomotives there = kindly supplied by the 

Colne Valley Railway Society from their archives.  

 

 

 

Author: Geoffrey Walker 

 


